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Most recently, Reyn and his family lived in Sudan
where he was the Program Director for FAR

International, an organization he has worked with
for

over

ten

years.

The

longevity

of

his

commitment to the organization is remarkable: he
began as an intern, and has stayed working in that
community despite massive changes in funding
and context. His passion, dedication, tireless work,
and ability to relate well to others have resulted in
a lot of positive change.
As

R

EYN LAUER has dedicated himself to building
the capacity and resilience of communities.

He has worked professionally in many countries.

a

project

manager,

Reyn

bridges

the

requirements of government donors and local
communities affected by conflict, ensuring the
needs are met with sensitivity. As a white middle
class male, Reyn is also highly aware and sensitive

Reyn has served on the UN Food Security Cluster

to the power imbalance in his racial and gender

Advisory Committee, coordinating activities of

identity. He openly acknowledges this identity and

humanitarian actors across Sudan. He was integral

the position of power that this allows him, and

to an initiative that promoted lost traditional

continually questions how he can actively break

knowledge in post-conflict communities in Darfur,

down this barrier. His knowledge of international

which was awarded an innovation prize by the

development is outstanding, and his passion for

United Nations.

making the world a better place is an inspiration to
all those around him.
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A Conversation with Saskatchewan’s Global Citizens...
What does global citizenship
mean to you?
Global citizenship recognizes that
our world is interconnected and that
we are mutually interdependent. Our
household, community or country is
not an isolated actor. In the process
of living day to day, we are
continually making a global impact:
the clothes we wear, food we eat, the
transportation we take. I believe as a
global citizen we are all entitled to
the same human rights and
responsibilities, and that as a society
must strive to ensure these rights are
upheld and defended. This may
require people of privilege, such as
me as a white middle class male, to

Responsibility does not
rest with a few individuals
who are doing higher
profile work but with each
of us.
relinquish their power, opportunity
and resources as part of this process.
Responsibility does not rest with a
few individuals who are doing higher
profile work but with each of us.

Tell us about a teacher, mentor,
or other role-model who really
made a difference in your life.
My grandparents had a profound
impact on how I see the world. They
lived in Nigeria for years establishing

teaching hospitals and nursing
schools, many of which still exist
today. In colonial Nigeria, my
grandparents
challenged
race
relationships engaging with their
black coworkers, neighbours and
patients with equality and dignity. My
grandparents shaped a global
perspective in my life and sparked a
desire to improve our world with
humility and partnership.

What do you feel are some of
the biggest challenges currently
facing our global community,
and some possible solutions?
Our world is facing many great
challenges, whether it be climate
change, higher concentration of
wealth held by a smaller number of
people, or violent clashes of ideology
or worldview. I think as a society we
need to find ways to understand how
we can build a greater sense of
empathy and humanity in our
households, communities and world.
As individuals we must be willing to
live revolutionary lives that buck the
norm and are intentional in our daily
decision making. This is very difficult
to do, and can be lonely. But as
momentum gathers what is normal
can shift.

What advice would you give to
today’s high-school graduates?
I would ask high school graduates to
take serious stock of their place in
society, including their areas of
privilege, and their underlining
motivations
for
engaging
in
international issues. As a young high
school graduate I largely entered
studies in international development
from a selfish position—to see the
world, to make other people's lives
better so I can feel good about
myself, to gain recognition from my
community. Understanding yourself
is a continual process, and it is critical

to do so before engaging with others
who have not had access to the
same privileges.

Seeking a better world includes
interference of the status quo and
fundamental
changes
to
society. We need to be on a
continuous journey of self reflection
and assessment - which allows for
our recognition of mistakes - to
ensure this process is truly
constructive and positive.

Where do
inspiration?

you

find

your

When I have faced deadlines that are
too tight or challenges that feel
almost impossible I find great
inspiration from the local colleagues

As individuals we must be
willing to live revolutionary
lives that buck the norm
and are intentional in our
daily decision making.
I work with day-to-day. Working in
conflict areas of their own
communities can be very difficult and
often dangerous work. They are
driven to counter the status quo and
seek rights for people who are often
intentionally marginalized. I have
colleagues
who
have
been
threatened, tortured, raped and even
killed
while
seeking
greater
opportunities for their communities. I
am humbled by their commitment
and dedication. ♦

