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Still no rescue package for

world’s poorest

T

he global financial crisis will be
a devastating human tragedy for
the world’s poor, but unfortunately there was no mention
of foreign aid in the Federal Budget
delivered by Canada’s government in
January. Department of Finance officials, however, confirm that the already
scheduled 8% increase to foreign aid
spending will be maintained.
“What was needed from this government
was recognition that it’s the world’s poor
who will suffer most as a result of the financial and economic crisis,” said Gerry
Barr, President-CEO of the Canadian
Council for International Co-operation
(CCIC). CCIC is calling for increases
to aid spending averaging 15% a year
for the next 10 years in order to reach
the internationally agreed target for aid
spending of 0.7% of Gross National
Income. Canada is currently not even
halfway to reaching the 0.7% target,
stagnating at only 0.32% of GNI.
Unfortunately, this may be part of a
global trend to overlook the world’s
poor, whose development needs are
increasingly forgotten in spite of some
hard-won development gains since 2005
(such as large scale debt cancellation,
increased untying of aid and a financial
push to meet the Millennium Development Goals).
At G-20 meetings this fall, Kenyan Finance Minister John Michuki demanded
increased aid as compensation for developing countries’ suffering at the hands
of a crisis they had no hand in creating.
He further suggested that wealthy governments be held accountable for their
“delinquent” regulation of financial
institutions.
International charities pressed the
wealthy to do just that. “An estimated
1.8 trillion dollars has been found in

a matter of weeks to bail out investment bankers. It is outrageous that the
world’s poorest people, suffering daily
from soaring food and fuel prices, are
still waiting for their rescue package,”
said Shefali Sharma of the US NGO
ActionAid. Oxfam International warned
that governments in France, Italy, and
Spain appeared poised to freeze or cut
aid budgets and called instead for an
“aid bailout”.
Finance ministers from the G24 developing countries have also insisted that
the IMF – famous for its unwelcome
intervention in the economies of poor
country borrowers – should step up
monitoring of the United States and
other advanced economies.

“Some of us are very concerned because
surveillance that should have been put
in place by the IMF and the Article IV,
which is the [IMF] mechanism to put
discipline on the markets, appeared not
to have been applied,” Kenya’s Michuki
said.
In spite of these criticisms the IMF,
until recently grappling with questions
about whether it still had a role to play
in the global economy, appears to have
emerged with a renewed mandate to
help steer, finance, and oversee current
efforts to maintain global economic
stability.
(Adapted from CCIC, InterPress)

SCIC REPORT
REGISTER NOW: CIDA
Training in Gender-based
Analysis, March 16-17

Earthbeat
is a publication of the Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation. SCIC is
a coalition of organisations
involved in international development and committed to
the recognition of the dignity
of all people and their right
to self-determination, to the
protection of the world’s fragile environment, and to the
promotion of global understanding, cooperation, peace
and justice.
Publication of this newsletter is possible thanks to the
generous support provided by
Member Agencies, the Government of Saskatchewan and
CIDA (Canadian International
Development Agency).
We welcome readers’ comments and contributions, including donations to help
cover production and distribution costs. Put your pen to
paper, or your fingers to the
keyboard, and send your contributions to: SCIC Newsletter,
2138 McIntyre Street, Regina,
SK. S4P 2R7

SCIC, in collaboration with CIDA and
the Centre for Intercultural Learning
(CIL), will be offering a 2-day course
entitled “Advancing Equality between
Women and Men.” This workshop is
designed to help NGOs translate CIDA’s
Gender & Development policy into
appropriate measures at all stages of
projects (including project proposals).
The training will take place in Regina,
March 16 & 17 2009. Subsidies are available to cover costs for participants from
outside Regina. To register call SCIC at
757-4669 or visit www.earthbeat.sk.ca.

SCIC Hiring New Executive
Director

That’s right – Lori Latta will be leaving SCIC as of the beginning of March.
The Board of Directors is working on
an updated Executive Director job description and job posting, which will be
circulated within the next week or so.
But in the meantime, please mention to
people in your networks that there is a
meaningful, exciting, demanding job in
international cooperation waiting for
the right person! Look for more information at www.earthbeat.sk.ca.

CIDA Funds Launched

Several windows of funding at CIDA
(Canadian International Development
Agency) are now open to registered
NGOs. Look for more information as
follows:
CIDA Development Information
Program – Mass Media Initiative:
This program will accept proposals on a
continuing basis (i.e. no deadline) starting now. The Mass Media Initiative will
provide funding for global issues communication projects that reach a large
audience in Canada. Such projects might
include film or video for broadcast – but
also encompass new media projects, displays or exhibits (to name a few possibilities). Look for more information on
the CIDA web site at www.cida.ca.
Stand Alone Public Engagement
Fund:
This fund will also review proposals
continuously, starting in May 2009. So
start getting your proposal ready now.
SAPEF funds may be used for a wide
variety of projects to engage the public
in global issues. To apply for this fund,
agencies must have 2 years of audited
financial statements. Look for more
information on the CIDA web site at
www.cida.ca.
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SASKATCHEWAN COUNCIL
FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

For more information on the
work of SCIC and its Member
Agencies, please check out our
Web site: www.earthbeat.sk.ca
or e-mail: scic@web.net or call
306-757-4669.
Payment of Earthbeat subscriptions ($10) and Friends of SCIC
donations are welcome anytime!
Bill Curry and Dale Dewar received Global Citizens Awards at a gala event in Regina in February.
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Act Globally, Connect Locally!

New online community for
volunteers overseas and in Canada

A

new online community has been
launched by Global
Citizens for Change – a
joint project of Canada’s
eight leading international volunteer cooperation
agencies, including SCIC
members such as CUSO/
VSO, WUSC, Canadian
Crossroads International,
and Canada World Youth.
The website www.globalcitizensforchange.ca provides
a chance for Canadians
who have volunteered overseas or who are active in
their communities to connect, share, and talk about
their experiences here and
abroad. This project represents a unique platform
in the country for global
citizens and their friends
to interact and learn more
about international development issues.

The online community allows users to create personal
profiles, post pictures, and
share stories about their
experiences in communities
abroad or in Canada, in addition to participating in discussion forums and listening
to podcasts. They will also
have access to an interactive
map called “Global Citizens
Connect,” allowing them to
look at other users’ profiles.
As well Facebook community members will have the
option to add the “Global
Citizens Connect” map to
their profile.
Globalcitizensforchange.
ca also provides Canadians with information about
volunteering overseas. One
can browse postings for
international volunteer opportunities, find ways to
get active on development

issues, explore Canada’s
contribution to international
cooperation, and learn more
about the realities of working in the field.
Global Citizens for Change
aims to strengthen the voice
of Canadians who have
volunteered overseas and
aims to mobilize the general

public to take action on international development issues. Since the 1950s, nearly
75,000 Canadians have volunteered overseas in more
than 60 countries. To learn
more about our work or to
join the online community,
visit our website at www.
globalcitizensforchange.ca.

Earth Day Activities
Great sustainability programs coming up in Regina and Saskatoon!
See the Change, Be the Change:
An Environmental Film Festival
(Saskatoon)
Friday, March 27, 7:00-10:00 pm
Featuring Blue Gold, a film about water.
Environmental Activist Awards
Saturday, March 28, 12:00-6:00 pm
Featuring Young Film Makers Panel
Films, Shorts, Green Advertisements
Admission by donation.
Neatby Timlin Theatre, Room 241
Arts Building, University of Saskatchewan
Sponsored by U of S Biology Students, Educational
Media and Production U of S, Office of Sustainability U
of S, Royal Environmental Action Leaders (REAL), Saskatchewan Eco Network (SEN), Saskatchewan Council for
International Cooperation, Turning the Tide Bookstore.

Earth Day Festival

Royal Saskatchewan Museum (Regina)
Wednesday, April 22, 7:00-9:00 pm
Earth Day Free Movie! The Day the Earth Stood
Still (2008) with Keanu Reeves. Followed by shorts
from the Green Life TV series on SCN.
Sunday, April 26, 1:00-4:00 pm
Free Earth Day family festival in and around the
Royal Sask Museum. We have it all! Food, displays,
prizes, games, crafts, face painting, kid-friendly
films.
Featuring entertainment by Don Waite of
Earthsongs and Interactive Activities with dKakwa!
Come one, come all – Celebrate the Earth with Us!
Sponsored by RSM Associates and SCIC. Watch for
more information at www.royalsaskmuseum.ca
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Church of England advocates

Carbon Fast for Lent
(Adapted from Guardian Weekly
– thanks Marcella Pedersen)

T

he Church of England is urging
people to cut down on carbon,
rather than chocolate, for Lent
this year.
Two senior bishops within the church
have launched the “carbon fast” in response to what they say is an “urgent
need” to reduce carbon emissions, and
to protect poor communities around
the world that are “already suffering
from the ravages of climate change”.
Jones said: “Traditionally people have
given up things for Lent. This year
we are inviting people to join us in
a carbon fast. It is the poor who are
already suffering the effects of climate
change. To carry on regardless of their
plight is to fly in the face of Christian
teaching.  

“The tragedy is that those with the power
to do something about it are least affected, whilst those who are most affected
are powerless to bring about change,” he
added. “There’s a moral imperative on
those of us who emit more than our fair
share of carbon to rein in our consumption.”
Figures from the British NGO Tearfund,
which is helping communities cope with
the impacts of climate change around
the world, highlight the contrast between
carbon emissions in the developed and
developing world. A total of 9.5 tonnes
of carbon dioxide is emitted per person
each year in the UK, compared with in
0.067 tons in Ethiopia and 0.24 in Bangladesh.
Tadesse Dadi, a Tearfund worker in
Ethiopia, said millions were already being affected: “Climate change may not

yet be a problem for people in Europe,
but here in Ethiopia its effects are being
felt today by millions of ordinary men
and women farmers. These poor communities, who have contributed least to
climate change, are suffering the most
from its effects.”
The 40-day plan lists simple energysaving actions that can lead towards a
lighter carbon footprint, including snubbing plastic bags, giving the dishwasher
a day off, insulating the hot-water tank
and checking the house for drafts. Participants are asked to begin the carbon
fast by removing one light bulb from a
prominent place in the home and live
without it for 40 days, as a constant
visual reminder during Lent of the need
to cut energy. On the final day of the
fast, people are encouraged to replace
the missing bulb with an energy-saving
bulb.

SCIC adopts Earth Charter
SCIC, at its Annual General Meeting
in 2007, adopted the Earth Charter as a
framework for interpreting and understanding the relationships among rights,
human development and sustainability.
The Earth Charter is a declaration of
fundamental principles for building a
just, sustainable and peaceful global
society in the 21st century. This year
SCIC’s Earth Charter Working Group
has been working on ways to promote
this framework in SCIC programming,
and with members and the general
public. If you would like to get involved
in Earth Charter programming, contact
Denise at 757-4669, dmacdonald@
earthbeat.sk.ca.

I

n 1987 the United Nations World
Commission on Environment and
Development issued a call for creation of a new charter that would set
forth fundamental principles for sustainable development. In March 2000, the
Commission approved the final version
of the Earth Charter.
The Earth Charter acknowledges that
patterns of production and consumption
are causing environmental devastation,
a widening gap between rich and poor,
violent conflict and great suffering.
4
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The Charter has four
main principles:
1. Respect and Care
for the Community
of Life including:
respecting earth and
life in all its diversity; caring for the community of
life with understanding, compassion,
and love; building democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful; and securing
earth’s bounty and beauty for present
and future generations.
2. Ecological Integrity through: protecting and restoring the integrity of
earth’s ecological systems, with special concern for biological diversity;
preventing harm as the best method
of environmental protection including applying the precautionary approach; adopting patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction
that safeguard earth’s regenerative
capacities, human rights, and community well-being; advancing the
study of ecological sustainability and
promoting the open exchange and
wide application of the knowledge
acquired.

3. Social and Economic Justice including:
eradicating poverty as an ethical, social, and
environmental imperative; ensuring that
economic activities and institutions at all
levels promote human development in an
equitable and sustainable manner; affirming
gender equality and equity as prerequisites
to sustainable development and ensuring
universal access to education, health care,
and economic opportunity; upholding the
right of all, without discrimination, to a
natural and social environment supportive of human dignity, bodily health, and
spiritual well-being, with special attention
to the rights of indigenous peoples and
minorities.
4. Democracy, Nonviolence and Peace
through: strengthening democratic institutions at all levels; providing transparency
and accountability in governance, inclusive
participation in decision making, and access to justice; integrating into formal education and life-long learning the knowledge,
values, and skills needed for a sustainable
way of life; treating all living beings with
respect and consideration; and the promotion a culture of tolerance, nonviolence,
and peace.
For more information, and to endorse the
Earth Charter, visit www.earthcharter.org

Amazon peoples fight

mining

T

h e Aw a j u n a n d
Wampis Peoples
need our support.
They live in the
Condorcanqui region of the
Peruvian Amazon where the
land is almost untouched,
clean, and pure. However,
they are facing the encroachment of mining companies
and one in particular, Dorato
Resources Inc, a Canadian
company based in Vancouver.
The Awajun and Wampis
Peoples feel very strongly
about their decision to reject
all mining in their communities and territory. They have
put out a declaration that
unequivocally states they
will not accept mining. The
Awajun and Wampis Peoples
understand that mining will
only lead to contamina-

tion of the earth, and the
destruction of a way of life
for the Awajun and Wampis
Peoples.
According to Dorato Resources Inc, it is “an exploration mining company focused on the highly prospective Cordillera del Condor
Gold District in Peru along
the Ecuador border. Dorato
has entered agreements to
acquire a 100% interest in
a large land package (64
mineral claims) covering approximately 55 kilometers by
10 kilometers,” and “Dorato
is well funded, possesses experienced management with
a proven track record and
has excellent relationships
with the local community.”
http://www.doratoresources.com/

The claim to have excellent relationships with
the local community is
false. On January 14,
2009, the Awajun and
Wampis Peoples detained four Dorato Resources Inc employees
and their two Awajun
guides who were in their
territory without prior
consultation or consent.
The employees were
released on January 22,
2009 with the understanding that the Peruvian government would
meet with the Awajun
and Wampis Peoples.

Above: Amazon elder.
Below: Meeting to discuss mining
in Huampami.

According to the Awajun
and Wampis Peoples
Dorato Resources is engaged in exploration
activity which requires
community consent. Dorato says they are not
exploring only “prospecting”. However, in
light of the fact that the
Awajun and Wampis
declaration states they
want no mining in their
territory, even prospecting is not acceptable.
It is important that we
support the Awajun and
Wampis Peoples, since
it is a Canadian mining
company. It is important
that we all stand together to protect Mother
Earth.

Sue Deranger,
International Project
Coordinator for the
National Native
Addictions Partnership
Foundation, is working
with Amazon peoples
to support their right
for self determination.
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SCIC Youth

A movement to
ban the bottle

A

s recently as 10 years
ago, most people living
in the United States
and Canada took their drinking water directly from the tap.
Today, close to one-fifth of the
population relies exclusively
on bottled water. The bottled
water industry is dominated
by four large transnational
corporations – Coca-Cola,
Pepsico, Nestlé and Danone
– although the water in the
bottles normally comes from
public aquifers.
Water activists around the
world are fighting to put control over water back in public
hands, stop exports of bulk
water, and rein-in the bottled water industry. In 2008 Toronto
became the largest municipality in the world to ban the sale and
provision of bottled water in city facilities and ensure access
to public tap water. 17 other municipalities from 5 provinces
have banned the bottle in Canada, and Canada’s Parliament is
currently considering a ban on bottled water at the Parliament
Buildings.

Quick Facts:
$100 billion is spent on bottled water each year.
$30 billion would ensure clean drinking water for every person on Earth.
It takes 17million barrels of oil each year to produce bottles
for water.
In Canada the recovery rate for beverage containers is only
48% (the US is 23%). Each year 70,000,000 water bottles end
up in landfills in North America.
Bottled water companies are typically not obligated to pay
any fees, taxes or royalties on the extraction of the water they
use.
A recent survey found that 17% of Canadian drink bottled
water exclusively.

For More Information:
Inside the Bottle: The People’s Campaign on the Bottled Water Industry www.insidethebottle.org
Kairos Canada: www.kairoscanada.org/en/ecojustice/water/
Council of Canadians: http://www.canadians.org/water/issues/Unbottle_It/ontariotour.html
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The following is an excerpt from a speech made by Sasha
Hanson-Pastran (SCIC youth program alumnus and local activist) to Saskatoon’s City Council.
Good evening your worship, Mayor Don Atchison and
City Council,
Thank you for this opportunity to address Council this
evening on the issue of bottled water in the city. I want
to urge you to take long-needed action to ban bottled
water in civic facilities and at city events.
On so many levels, promoting and investing in our
own public water makes sense. From an environmental
point of view, bottled water is immensely wasteful, from
manufacturing to transporting to refrigeration and finally
disposal. The bottled water industry burns fossil fuels and
damages the environment every step of the way. On a
moral level, the city is undermining trust in our own city
water by making bottled water available at civic facilities
and functions. As a citizen of Saskatoon I frequently go
with my little brother and sister to city leisure facilities
and they see the vending machines which sell bottled
water, and at the young age of ten, they already think
bottled water is a better, safer and a more accessible option than tap water when they are thirsty. Think about the
conflicting message you are sending to all citizens when
you undermine your own utility at civic facilities.
I want to assure you that banning bottled water is not
simply a radical or uncommon policy, nor is impossible
to implement in Saskatoon. Many Canadian have already taken a leadership role and have actively banned
public water in their facilities and functions. These cities’ policies have ranged from timidly discouraging the
use of bottled water and encouraging city tap water to
more effective formal policies that ban municipal funds
for the purchase and distribution of bottled water. They
also include full awareness campaigns to promote city
water. Many creative policies can easily be implemented,
which show just how easy it is to actively promote our
excellent public utility.
As you can see, aside from the incredibly ironic statement
that selling bottled water in place of promoting tap water
is saying about our council’s trust in its own utility, a
phase-out policy for bottled water is both economically
viable and environmentally effective. Be creative, be
smart, but please council members, be firm and formal
on your stance towards bottled water in the city. Take
leadership and say that you full heartedly endorse our
own tap water and will actively create more opportunities for people to use the city’s water. This begins with
formally banning the purchase and sale of bottled water
in your facilities and functions.
Thank you.

MEMBER PROFILE:

Canadian Crossroads
International
Belated birthday greetings! 2008 marked the 50th anniversary of
Canadian Crossroads International’s first volunteer placement.
For five decades Crossroads volunteers have answered the call
to help create a more just and equitable world. More than 8,000
people from Canada and around the world have volunteered
overseas with Crossroads. Dr. James Robinson, the inspirational
founder of Crossroads, championed ONE WORLD. Dr. Robinson had no notion of sending experts to the developing world to
fix things. Volunteer exchange was a means to address larger systematic issues of racism, intolerance and inequity, one that could
powerfully affect international understanding and cooperation.
The world has changed since 1958, but Dr. Robinson’s radical
vision of ONE WORLD – interconnected and interdependent
– remains at the core of Crossroads work.

Addressing the world’s most persistent and devastating problems is not something you do alone. HIV and AIDS, poverty,
and women’s equality are complex, interconnected issues that
demand the skills, knowledge and creativity of many different
actors. Crossroads brings together people and organizations
dedicated to confronting social and economic issues, and sets
the stage for meaningful exchange, innovation and development results.
Today, through long term collaborations with partners in the
South and in Canada, and through the dedicated efforts of
volunteers North and South, Crossroads is leveraging expertise
and resources needed to foster local economic development,
increase women’s rights and support people affected by HIV
and AIDS.

Empowering women through micro-credit in Bolivia
For women struggling to escape the cycle
of poverty, even a small investment can
be enough for start-up materials for all
kinds of small businesses. That is why
Canadian Crossroads International
(CCI) has partnered with the Asociacion Nacional Ecumenica de Desarollo
(ANED), a Bolivian financial organization working to alleviate poverty. With
the help of CCI, ANED is empowering
women through micro-credit financing
and women’s leadership training programs with the goal of preparing them
for greater participation in the local
economy and politics.

and are often unable to attend training
sessions in the capital of La Paz. To
overcome this challenge, CCI volunteers
with expertise in distance education assisted in the production of new distance
educational tools and training materials
for ANED loan officers. Through the
use of CDs and online resources, the
volunteers have made training materials more accessible, enhancing service
to rural areas.
Canadian Crossroads International
(CCI) is an international development

organization that is reducing poverty,
mitigating the impact of HIV and AIDS
and increasing women’s rights around
the world. Working with local partners
on 28 projects, in eight countries, and
supported by hundreds of volunteers
each year, Crossroads leverages expertise and resources, North and South,
required to help people overcome poverty
and assert their human rights. CCI is
currently working in Bolivia, Ghana,
Mali, Niger, Senegal, Swaziland, Togo
and Zimbabwe. For more information,
visit www.cciorg.ca

T

hrough CCI volunteer exchanges
and project funding, ANED now
services more women and has expanded
its reach to more rural communities. In
an exchange to Canada, a Project Officer
from ANED worked with Wheat Belt
Community Futures Development in
Brandon, Manitoba to acquire specialized training to further the development
of communal banks in some of Bolivia’s
most vulnerable communities.
CCI has also been able to help increase
ANED’s capacity to train credit officers.
Of their 44 branches across the country,
85 per cent are in remote rural areas.
The credit officers travel between isolated communities, distributing loans and
overseeing the development of banks,

Women line up outside the offices of Canadian Crossroads International’s Bolivian partner
the Asociacion Nacional Ecumenica de Desarollo (ANED) in La Paz to receive micro-credit.
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Upcoming Opportunities and Events
Thursday, March 12

Human Trafficking: Lives for Sale with
Savelia Curniski of NASHI
11:30 am-1:00 pm, Timothy Eaton Gardens,
101-510 Main St N, MOOSE JAW
NASHI is a Saskatoon-based organization that
works to divert the children of Ukraine from
the sex trade and raise global awareness of
the problem of human trafficking. $5.00.
Contact 281-9877 or info@nashi.ca

Friday, March 13

Save the Children Canada Dessert Bridge
Event
1:30 pm, Broadway United Church Hall,
105 Broadway Ave., REGINA
Cost is $5.00 per person. Register by calling
545-4011.

March 13-April 8

Weaving Women’s Voices: Celebrating
100 Years of International Women’s
Work
Featuring multi-media concert series artists
Jo Cooper, Quebec & Leanne Hynd celebrating women’s courage through a tapestry of
visual, vocal and musical creativity. For more
info about the eleven SK community visits
contact: leannehynd@sasktel.net or cooperhawkpax@hotmail.com
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Thursday, March 19

The Great Tar Sands Debate –
Saskatchewan Tour
7:00-9:00 pm, U of R, Education
Auditorium. Parking in Lot 15 M.
Dr. Carolyn Preston, the Executive
Director of the Petroleum Technology Research Centre will speak
in favour of the Tar Sands as an
energy source, and Andrew Nikiforuk, an award-winning journalist and author will speak against
expansion of the industry without
climate change action and targets
for renewable energy. Free. Donations welcome. Contact Sandra at
373-8078.
Other tour dates include:
Sunday, March 15 – Muenster
Sunday, March 15 – Saskatoon
Monday, March 16 – Saskatoon
Tuesday, March 17 – Prince Albert
Wednesday, March 18 –
North Battleford
Thursday, March 19 – Craik
Friday, March 20 – Moose Jaw
Friday, March 20 – Swift Current

Tuesday, March 24

Regina Multifaith Forum Care
of the Earth
6:30 pm, Royal Saskatchewan
Museum, Albert St. & College Ave.,
REGINA
Featuring Rev. Dr. Bill Phipps of
Calgary of Faith and the Common
Good, Q & A to follow, faith displays, tour of Human Factor Gallery, DVD and refreshments. Call
Jean at 522-1514 for information.
Sponsored by the RSM and Friends
of the Museum.

Thursday, April 2

Greening the Grid with Tim
Weis of the Pembina Institute
7:00 pm, MacKenzie Art Gallery,
Shumiatcher Theatre
Learn more about ways we can reduce our climate changing greenhouse gas emissions, meet Kyoto
targets and create green jobs. Free.
Donations welcome. Sponsored by
Clean Green Regina. For more info
contact:
nonukesregina@gmail.
com

