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Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation

35th Annual
General Meeting

Friday & Saturday, September 25 & 26, 2009
St. Joseph’s Hall, 1006 Broadway Avenue (at 8th St E),
Saskatoon, SK
Friday, September 25
7:00 pm
Doors open
7:30 pm
Screening of the short film Dieu
a-t-il quitte l’Afrique? (Has God
Forsaken Africa?) that won the
SCIC “Global Issues Prize” at the
Yorkton Short Film Festival.
8:00-10:00 pm
Keynote Address by Albert
Vingwe from Zimbabwe, reception
to follow (open to the public)

Saturday, September 26
9:00 am
Registration and coffee
9:30 am
Public Engagement Symposium
with Lynette Shultz
How do we know whether our
projects and programs are making
an impact? Lynette Shultz will talk
about best practices in evaluating
our public engagement activities
and share strategies for ensuring
that our work is effective for
creating positive change.
12:00 pm
Lunch
1:00 – 3:00 pm
AGM Business Meeting

Albert Vingwe, our
featured AGM speaker,
will discuss the present
crisis in Zimbabwe and
how Zimbabweans
confronted with critical
food shortages, loss
of income and jobs,
and lack of shelter
can through their own
efforts lift themselves
out of poverty and
break the humanitarian
aid dependency in
which they now find
themselves descending.
And, through civil
society partnership
address the less tangible
but equally important
issues of solidarity,
trust, protection, social
cohesion and democratic
governance that have
been severely eroded
during the turmoil of the
past ten years.      

About Albert Vingwe

A

lbert is the Chairperson of
the Zimbabwe National
Co-operative Federation
(ZNCF) which brings together six
national organizations including
OCCZIM, the Collective
Coops of Zimbabwe, of which
Albert is also the Chairperson.
These organizations serve the
4,200 registered co-operatives
in Zimbabwe that have over
240,000 individual members and
about 1 million beneficiaries.
While cooperatives have a
long history in Zimbabwe,
the situation they have been
operating in has made it difficult
to ensure food security and
meet humanitarian needs. With
Zimbabwe entering a time of
peace, cooperatives have the
opportunity to again create the
conditions for food security in
order to meet the needs of both
farmers and citizens.
Albert will speak about the
challenges and solutions that
go beyond food sovereignty to
achieving solidarity and national
healing.

SCIC REPORT
SCIC People

Introducing SCIC’s new
Executive Director

Earthbeat
is a publication of the Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation. SCIC is
a coalition of organisations
involved in international development and committed to
the recognition of the dignity
of all people and their right
to self-determination, to the
protection of the world’s fragile environment, and to the
promotion of global understanding, cooperation, peace
and justice.
Publication of this newsletter is possible thanks to the
generous support provided by
Member Agencies, the Government of Saskatchewan and
CIDA (Canadian International
Development Agency).
We welcome readers’ comments and contributions, including donations to help
cover production and distribution costs. Put your pen to
paper, or your fingers to the
keyboard, and send your contributions to: SCIC Newsletter,
2138 McIntyre Street, Regina,
SK. S4P 2R7

SCIC

SASKATCHEWAN COUNCIL
FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

For more information on the
work of SCIC and its Member
Agencies, please check out our
Web site: www.earthbeat.sk.ca
or e-mail: scic@web.net or call
306-757-4669.
Payment of Earthbeat subscriptions ($10) and Friends of SCIC
donations are welcome anytime!
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Debra-Jay Albus joined the SCIC staff
as our new Executive Director on July
27, 2009. She comes to SCIC following
a lengthy career in international relations and intergovernmental affairs
with the Government of Saskatchewan. Debra has an extensive background in international development
issues, the Matching Grants Program
and CIDA-funded governance projects.
She looks forward to meeting with all
of the member agencies to learn about
their priorities and to discuss how SCIC
can assist them in meeting their goals.
SCIC is in the process of hiring for
two new positions, the Communications and Community Outreach Program Officer (based in Regina) and
the Community Outreach Program
Officer (based in Saskatoon), which
means that our Saskatoon office will
be re-opening soon to serve Saskatoon
and Northern Saskatchewan. We look
forward to having a full complement
of staff as we begin a busy season of
programming.
SCIC would like to thank our summer
student Ian Temple who did a great
job organizing SCIC’s Youth-for-International-Development Do-It-Yourself Media Training Camp in addition
to researching lesson plans for the
WorldBeat Global Education Program.
We would also like to thank Colleen
Walsh, our summer Program Assistant
for her valuable contribution to SCIC.
SCIC welcomes back Mike Nassachuk,
the WorldBeat Program Officer, who
continues to promote global education
resources in classrooms and is busy organizing the 2010 Millennium Development Goal Student Summit which
will take place in May. SCIC is pleased
that Joan Walker, our Accounting/Administrative Assistant has returned to
lend her valuable skills to the management of the SCIC offices.

SCIC’s Annual General
Meeting
This year’s AGM will take place Friday
and Saturday, September 25 and 26,
2009 at St. Joseph’s Hall, 1006 Broadway Avenue (at 8th St. E.) in Saskatoon.
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News from CIDA
CIDA Training

SCIC is pleased that four of SCICs members received CIDA’s Voluntary Sector Fund
(VSF) training in August. CIDA’s Results
Based Management Training (RBM) will be
taking place in Calgary from October 13 to
15, so watch for more information about
this great training opportunity.

CIDA’s Mass Media Initiative (MMI)
The Development Information Program’s
(DIP) Mass Media Initiative (MMI) financially supports television, radio, print, exhibitions, and new media projects that are
aimed at increasing public awareness and
understanding of international development and cooperation issues among Canadian audiences, through the innovative
use of mass media. Types of media projects
that we support include:
• Television and radio documentaries/programs/series, docu-fiction films, animation, theatrical-release films, and web
TV projects;
• Print articles and feature stories in smalland large-scale newspapers, magazines,
or special inserts;
• Photographic and multimedia exhibitions;
• New media; and
• Other unique or innovative communication projects.
All proposals seeking funding must be accompanied by signed undertakings from
a significant Canadian broadcaster(s), web
outlet(s) publisher(s), or exhibition distribution outlet(s) that will disseminate the
product within Canada. MMI invites project proposals to be submitted on a continuous basis throughout the year. To view
full details of the MMI program selection
criteria, please visit http://www.acdi-cida.
gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/ANN121105619-LPR.

CIDA’s Youth Zone
Find out how young people can get involved and be a more active global citizen and make a difference in Canada and
abroad by checking the organizations
providing youth with a variety of volunteering, employment, and study opportunities in Canada and abroad. Please visit
CIDA’s website at http://www.acdi-cida.
gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAD4281406-P55.

Food Secure Saskatchewan Conference
on Food Security
October 2 & 3, 2009 • Moose Jaw, SK
Food Secure Saskatchewan
works to improve food security
through coordinated, community-led action and works to
stimulate policy change and
encourage the development
of a comprehensive, integrated
food security strategy. “Food security exists when all people, at
all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe
and nutritious food to meet
their dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and
healthy life” (World Food Summit, Rome, 1996).

Thursday, October 1
Pre-Conference Workshop
“Thoughts About Food”

Friday, October 2

Timothy Eaton’s Gardens,
510 Main St. North
8:00-8:30 a.m.
Registration
8:30 a.m.
Welcome
9:15-10:15 a.m.
Taking Back Control of
Our Food: The Local and
the Global Challenge
with Wayne Roberts, Toronto
Food Policy Council, Author
of No-Nonsense Guide to
World Food.
10:30-11:00 a.m.
The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly: A National
Report on Local Food
Policy
with Stefan Epp, University
of Manitoba Food Policy
Analyst
11:00-11:30 a.m.
Historical Perspectives
and Contemporary
Challenges for Indigenous
Food Security
with Pricilla Settee, Associate
Professor of Native Studies,
University of Saskatchewan
11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Industrial Agriculture and
Prairie Ecology: Species
Destruction Puts Us at
Great Peril
with Trevor Herriot, Writer

and Naturalist, Author of
Grass, Sky, Song: Promise
and Peril in the World of
Grassland Birds
12:30-1:00 p.m.
Promoting Local Food:
For Better Health and
Better Life
with C J Katz, Local TV and
Radio personality and Editor
of Savour Life Magazine
Move to SIAST Campus at
Saskatchewan St. &
6th Avenue N.W.
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions:
Government Led
Initiatives on Food
Security
Expanding
Saskatchewan’s Farmers
Markets; the Issues,
the Challenges and the
Possibilities
Thinking Inside the Box:
Organization, Success
and Challenges of
Saskatchewan’s‘Good
Food Box’ Initiatives
Surviving the Modern Age
in Your Stone Aged Body
3:30-4:45 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions:
Measuring And Facing
The Food Security
Challenge Squarely: From
the Family on Up!
Community Marketing
(CSAs) and Other
Producer Strategies for
Fun and Survival
Innovative Retailers
Can Link Producers,
Processors and
Neighbourhood
Consumers
Providing Services in a
Commercial Marketplace
Vacuum
6:00 p.m.
Banquet

Saturday, October 3
8:30 a.m.
Registration

9:00-10:30 a.m.
Concurrent Sessions:
Thoughts about Food:
Issues for a Healthy and
Sustainable Food Future
Objectives, Organizing
and Impact of Community Gardens Projects
Simple Cooking Culture
for Health, Nutrition and
Economy
Making Sense of
Livestock Production and
Marketing in a Healthy
Sustainable Way
11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Food Secure
Saskatchewan AGM:
Reports, Elections and
Policy Resolution
12:30 p.m.
Via Campesina; the
Global Movement of
Farmers and Peasants:
Their Reality, Their
Commitments
with Annette Desmarais,
Author of La Vía Campesina:
Globalization and the Power
of Peasants

1:00-2:15 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions:
Building Saskatchewan’s
Local Food Coalitions: Food
Charters and Community
Programming, Strategies
and Experience
Local Food Directories:
How Creating Them and
Using Them Makes a
Difference
Northern & Aboriginal
Food & Agriculture:
Traditional foods, Hunting
and Gathering
Infant and Child Food
Security: From Breast
Feeding to Preschool
Nutrition Programs
2:30-3:00 p.m.
Closing Plenary
with Rick Sawa and
Twyla Markham
For more information
and to register visit www.
foodsecuresaskatchewan.ca,
or contact Wendy Hendrickson
at (306) 691-5226 or don.
foodsecure@sasktel.net

Northern Food Security
Conference
October 22 & 23, 2009
Kikinahk Friendship Centre,
320 Boardman Street, LaRonge, SK.
Conference and roundtable sessions.
Keynote Speakers TBA
The goal of the conference is to raise awareness of food security
issues in northern Saskatchewan, share information on food
security activities in the north, and establish strategies to address
northern food security issues. Topics that will be addressed
include community kitchens, good food box programs, local food
production and sustainability, traditional foods, advocacy, and
education.

Wednesday October 21

Preconference Workshops including “Food for Thought”
workshop on food security

Thursday, October 22 & Friday, October 23

Conference and Roundtable sessions
Keynote speakers TBA
For more information and to register contact Cathryn Abrametz
at (306) 425-8583 or Cathryn.Abrametz@mcrrha.sk.ca; or Sharon
Feschuk at (306) 425-2674 or sfeschuk@nortep-norpac.sk.ca
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Poverty, Human Rights and

What Should Civil
W

e are in the midst of a systemic crisis that touches
every aspect of human
existence and creates, as
usual, more damage to the poor and
vulnerable than to others, particularly
in the global South. When we say “systemic”, let’s try to visualise the crisis in
concentric circles starting with the biggest circle of all, the biosphere and the
planet. Here, climate change is taking
place much faster than the UN experts
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change IPCC imagined even two
years ago.

Personal safety and health,
access to food, water and
medicine, geopolitical and
strategic balance, social
cohesion and peace itself
are threatened by collapse
of ecological systems
strained to the breaking
point.
We already know the impacts of climate
change will hit the South far harder
than the North; for one thing, food production will fall. Access to water will
be even further diminished. If women
are already walking, say, 10 km a day
to reach the nearest well, what happens
when they must walk fifteen or twenty?
There are limits to the conditions of life
that can be borne and that means huge
numbers of people are going to migrate
because they have no choice. Diseases
are going to spread further and faster,
affecting the South of course but also
people like us. Devastation of species
which are our life-support systems is
proceeding at a rate which scientists
tell us is about 1000 times the normal
background rate of species extinction.
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Personal safety and health, access to
food, water and medicine, geopolitical and strategic balance, social cohesion and peace itself are threatened by
collapse of ecological systems strained
to the breaking point. And please let’s
stop talking about “future generations”.
With accelerating climate change, we
are talking about our own generation,
there here and now. That’s the first circle, the planetary one.
Let me move now to the next concentric circle, that of the international institutions that have the most influence
on the fate of billions, institutions like
the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, the World Trade Organisation etc to which we should now add
the G-20. The most astonishing aspect
of this international system is that not
a single one of these formal or informal institutions foresaw the crisis, or if
they did, they didn’t tell the rest of us.
But have the international institutions
proposed any real solutions? Not at all.
Unfortunately the G-20 decided to give
a flood of fresh cash, $750 billion to the
IMF where as we know, the South has
very little power and the US has the
votes to veto the most important decisions. The IMF along with its partner
the World Bank is famous for its structural adjustment policies imposed for
decades on poor countries. While we
have not been told whether the IMF
will be imposing the same conditions
as before, we do know that the World
Bank continues to insist on liberalisation and privatisation. Once more, the
people least responsible for the crisis
and least able to cope with its effects
are going to be most affected.
The G-20 also placed much emphasis
on resuming world trade, but civil society experts have proven that the Doha
Round is not a “Development” round
as it is touted to be but is in fact grossly
unfair to developing countries. If they
cut their tariffs in line with the most
recent WTO negotiations, the poorest
countries will lose twenty percent or

more of their revenues which they get
from tariff income because they can’t or
won’t tax their wealthier citizens. Thus
a conclusion of the Doha Round would
be a threat to already meagre amounts
spent on health and education.
Even worse are the Economic Partnership Agreements that Europe in particular is forcing on many poor countries, particularly the 78 ACPs, African,
Caribbean and Pacific nations, many
of which are among the poorest in the
world. Trade agreements now concern
far more than trade – they aim for deregulation of so-called “Behind Borders Barriers” and demand freedom
of investment and freedom to bid for
government procurement contracts. As
soon as our transnational corporations
are free to invest where and what they
please, they quickly swallow local businesses along with thousands of jobs.
As soon as our banks take over, they
do not loan to small farmers and local
entrepreneurs. In addition, developing
countries are especially threatened by
our trade rules on intellectual property
rights (TRIPS).
In your daily work, you are probably
most concerned with the innermost
national and local concentric circles,
for example the food riots in over thirty countries in the spring of last year
when prices for basic staple foods doubled or tripled. Tens of millions of people were suddenly plunged back into
hunger and extreme poverty. Although
weather events played a part, the dizzying price increases were due mostly to
two causes: a huge expansion of agrofuel crops allocated to feeding cars, not
people, and above all speculation on
commodities. When the subprime crisis scared investors out of the propertyand mortgage-based securities markets,
they flooded the markets for contracts
in wheat, corn and soya as well as other raw materials like petroleum. Since
these markets are almost totally unregulated, it was no surprise that billions
in bets were placed in food contracts,

the Global Economic Crisis:

Society Be Doing?
so at one point, the price of wheat increased by 31 percent in a single day.
Because structural adjustment policies
had also forced the poor indebted countries to concentrate on export crops and
because major funders like the World
Bank had drastically reduced their support for local agriculture, it was no surprise either that millions of poor people
were suddenly obliged to buy food at
inflated world market prices. Last year
was the first time in history that food riots took place simultaneously throughout the world. They were also urban
riots or at least urban periphery riots
– many of the rioters were undoubtedly
former farmers who had lost their land
or failed because of dumping of agricultural goods from rich countries like the
EU, the US and perhaps Canada. This
is the national or local concentric circle
and we can expect more of these unprecedented events as poor people in
poor countries become more enmeshed
in a globalisation over which they have
no control.
Other things could be done in the rich
countries that could considerably improve the lot of the poor in poor countries. For example, it is scandalous that
ten years after the G-8 first promised
that it would finally take debt cancellation seriously, this has still not happened. Sub-Saharan Africa is still paying back $19 billion a year on its official
debt, which comes to about $33,000
every minute in debt service. You could
save a lot of lives, grow food for a lot
of people and educate a lot of children
with $33,000 a minute.
Meanwhile, two researchers from
the University of Massachusetts have
shown that over a 35 year period, SubSaharan African elites have transferred
$420 billion to Northern tax havens;
much of this money came from loans
and sixty percent of those loans left
Sub-Saharan countries for private accounts the same year they arrived. With
interest, the funds illegally transferred

comes to over $600 billion not invested
in the real needs of Africans. The loans,
however, remain on the books as if they
had actually been used in Africa, which
is to say that poor people have been
doubly robbed and are paying back
non-existent debts with their sweat and
tears.

Sub-Saharan Africa is still
paying back $19 billion a
year on its official debt,
which comes to about
$33,000 every minute in
debt service. You could
save a lot of lives, grow
food for a lot of people
and educate a lot of
children with $33,000 a
minute.
But the North also has much to gain
from acting immediately to prevent
runaway, catastrophic warming. We in
the North should offer debt cancellation in exchange for forest protection,
reforestation and biodiversity conservation. We should also ask for more investment in local peasant agriculture to
encourage food sovereignty. Northern
countries have to stop dumping subsidised food on foreign markets which
ruins local farmers. The funds freed by
debt cancellation should be monitored
closely by independent auditors so that
more cash does not flow to our tax havens.
The best suggestion I can make to civil
society organisations is to make alliances. Even if you don’t agree on every
single word of someone else’s mission
statement or programme, there are a
great many constituencies in Canada

and elsewhere who would like nothing better than to eradicate poverty and
make sure that the rights of individuals,
families and the environment are respected. It seems increasing clear that
single issue organisations can no longer
win by themselves, at least not on the
big issues. By that I mean that environmentalists by themselves can’t win the
battle against ecological destruction;
trade unionists by themselves can’t win
on decent work for all, small farmers
alone can’t prevent agribusiness takeover or the invasion of GMOs, women by themselves can’t ensure gender
equality and so on.
Development–oriented organisations can’t
win their fight alone either. We all need
each other and on the whole, we agree
on the basics. But we don’t necessarily
have the same culture and it may take
a bit of time and effort to get used to
working together. Let’s make that conscious effort to build strong coalitions
so that no government can resist. But
look at it this way; we are already the
majority, we have the numbers on our
side, we have the will, the intelligence
and we have the ideas. What we still
lack is the organisation to make sure
our ideas become policy; that our will
and intelligence are put to best use.
– Excerpt from the presentation by
Susan George at the Canadian Council for International Cooperation Annual General Meeting in Ottawa, May
22, 2009. Susan George is Fellow and
President of the Transnational Institute
in Amsterdam and the honorary president of ATTAC France (Association for
Taxation of Financial Transaction to
Aid Citizens). She is the author of fourteen widely translated books including
How the Other Half Dies: The Real
Reason for World Hunger and Another
World is Possible If….
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SCIC Youth
Youth-for-International-Development

Do-It-Yourself Media
Training Camp

T

he 2009 YID-DIY Media Training took place from July 21-25,
2009 at the Calling Lakes Centre just outside of Fort Qu’Appelle
and hosted 28 youth for five days.
The program was an amazing success and had many campers claiming it to be the “best camp ever!”
The fantastic staff delivered three
different skills based media workshop streams throughout the week
which were very well received. The
participants learned a great deal and
enjoyed themselves. The three workshops streams included:
1. Film & Video – focussed on various kinds of filmmaking such as: animation, video blogging, mini-documentary, short narrative. Workshop
topics varied depending on participants’ interests and projects. Projects were done both individually
and collaboratively.
2. Drawing & Comic Making –
familiarized participants with the
language of comics, including basic techniques and skills, styles and
types, and how to depict characters
and emotions. They discussed how
comic artists have engaged historical, global or cultural issues. Participants created their own comics.
3. Theatre as Activism – the drama
workshop included skills-building
in improv, culture jamming, guerrilla theatre, and theatre for development. It involved case studies of
drama groups working for change
in the world and ended with a final
drama production.

Y-I-D D-I-Y Media Training Camp participants 2009

The final projects that the participants created in their workshops were
amazing! A collaborative comic book
with 18 pages of comics was put together, which touch on all kinds of world
issues; eight short films were created;
and a full drama production was performed on Friday evening (this was also
video-taped and will be made available
online). Some of the comics may be featured in the next Model Citizen, SCIC’s
youth publication, and all of the videos
will be put up on the SCIC Youth YouTube channel.

Aside from the media workshops,
there were also sessions in which
the participants had the opportunity
to take a close look at some of the
major global issues that we are facing today.
6
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When the participants were asked
what they gained
from the program,
they had a variety of
answers. Some responded with specific pieces of information, but many
provided remarks
Y-I-D D-I-Y Camper
working for change.

like “a lot of useful knowledge on our
world as well as ways we can help” or “I
gained new insights and know more about
what’s going on in the world.” There were
also many comments about the new skills
the participants gained.
At the end of the program, many participants seemed to be inspired to take some
form of action in their home community,
using their new knowledge and skills. Examples of what they are planning to do
include: restarting a “Be The Change”
group at Campbell Collegiate, making a
video about world hunger, learning more,
helping others become aware, organizing events, starting a community garden,
making a song and video about energy,
bringing new ideas back to a social justice club, buying locally, and writing for
SCIC’s Model Citizen.
All in all, the 2009 YID-DIY Media
Training Program was a huge success.
Everyone that took part, both staff and
participants, thought it was a fantastic
experience, learned a whole lot, had fun
while being there, and of course are looking forward to next year!

SCIC Member Profile

Canadian Co-operative
Association

T

hanks to the SCIC’s Public Engagement Small
Projects Fund, Pioneer
Co-op (Swift Current) and the
Canadian Co-operative Association, six Filipino youth attended a Co-operative Youth
Seminar this summer. Their
participation in the seminar
was a unique learning opportunity to join with Saskatchewan
youth to share life stories, to
learn about leadership, community and how co-operatives
are vehicles for sustainable development locally, nationally
and internationally.
The six youth are all members of the Sorosoro Ibaba
Development Co-operative in
Batangas City, Philippines.
They spent six months working on farms in the Swift Current and Lloydminster areas
as part of the International
Agricultural Exchange Association program.
Below are few excerpts from
thank you letters written to
their sponsors following their
co-operative youth program
experience.
I want to thank you so much
for sponsoring me and giving
me an opportunity to experience the program. I learned
about co-ops and what they
do for our community. I also
learned about global development and the importance
of communication and community. We played a lot of
games, went swimming and
made many friends. When I
come back to the Philippines,
maybe I can apply the things
that I learned in our co-op
and community.
Co-operatively yours,
Anthony Borigas

Throughout this seminar I
learned about global co-ops such
as Sorosoro Ibaba Development
Co-operatives (SIDC), which is
based in the Philippines.  SIDC
taught me how similar co-ops
are in the Philippines compared
to North American Co-ops.
Tiffany – Outlook, SK
This year we were fortunate to
have six participants from the
Philippines join us from SIDC
co-op. It was great to hear all
their stories and experiences.
This really helped me to realize
how important co-operatives
are around the world.

Participants at the Canadian Co-operative Association’s
Co-operative Youth Seminar.

I would like to thank
you and let you know
how every one of us
trainees from the Philippines appreciate this
superb adventure that
would not be possible
if not for your benevolence and generosity. It’s one of the most
fruitful experiences that
I had in this country for
it made such a great difference in my life.

Tamara – Saskatoon

Below are a few comments
made by the Saskatchewan
youth attending the seminar.
We had the privilege of having 6 people from the Philippines come to camp. They
taught us about the co-operatives in their country and their
local co-operative; it was a
great learning experience.
Heather – Kinley, SK

By all accounts, from staff and
participants alike, SCIC’s financial involvement in this rare
educational opportunity was
money well-spent. Thank you
for helping us make this happen!
– Karen Timoshuk, Development Education Coordinator
for the Prairies, Canadian
Co-operative Association

God bless,
Catherine Lualhati

The staff of this youth
co-operative are so nice.
We learned so much
from them—the right
values to be disciplined
and being respectful
of others. I wish that
someday I’ll be back to
meet them again! Once
again, thank you very
much!
Sincerely yours,
Chona Dimaano

Members of the Sorosoro Ibaba Development Co-operative.
SCIC Earthbeat September/October 2009
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Upcoming Opportunities and Events
Saturday, September 5Sunday, October 18

Diabolique: It Is What It Is: Conversations About Iraq and Afghanistan
Dunlop Art Gallery, Regina Public Library,
2311-12th Avenue, Regina
This exhibition features twenty two international and Canadian artists and explores
the themes of war, conflict and violence.
This interactive installation includes a panel
of experts who come from all walks of life
to converse with visitors and offer different
perspectives and opinions on the wars. For
more info contact 777-6000 or visit www.
reginalibrary.ca. Sponsored in part by SCIC.

Friday-Sunday,
September 18-20

Treaty Days
Calling Lakes Centre, 371 Fort San Road,
Fort Qu’Appelle
Are you interested in building bridges of
understanding between cultures? Do you
want to learn more about First Nations culture through firsthand experiences? What
does it mean to be a “treaty person”? Come
to Treaty Days at Fort Qu’Appelle where
you will be introduced to the treaties and
what they mean by taking in part of the
Annual Treaty Four Celebrations, by participating in a Sharing Circle, and through the
stories and teachings of Elder Bernice Saulteaux and other special guests. For more
information visit www.callinglakes.ca/programs/prog909a.htm or call 332-5691.

Monday, September 21

Musicians for Peace
Doors: 6:30 pm, Show: 7:30 wpm. Broadway Theatre, 715 Broadway Avenue, Saskatoon
Musicians for Peace features an amazing
line up of Saskatoon’s finest musicians celebrating the International Day of Peace! The
event is sponsored by the Saskatoon Peace
Coalition; the City of Saskatoon’s Cultural
Diversity and Race Relations Committee;
and the local chapter of the United Nations
Association of Canada. Cost: $10.00. We
are raising funds for Oxfam (international)
and Switch (local community service). For
tickets contact the Broadway Theatre at
652-6556.
8
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Thursday, September 24

34th Annual Luther Lecture
7:30 pm, Education Auditorium, University
of Regina
Dr. Larry Rasmussen’s lecture, entitled “Earth
Healing for Justice Minded Christians,” will
explore a Christian ethical approach to dealing with the issue of environmental degradation. Rasmussen’s lecture grows out of
the thinking in his book, Earth Community,
Earth Ethics, which has established itself as a
necessary starting point for Christian reflections on ecology. Free. Contact 585-5144 or
communications@luthercollege.edu

Friday & Saturday,
September 25 & 26

Saskatchewan Council for International
Cooperation 35th Annual General
Meeting
St. Joseph’s Hall, 1006 Broadway Ave.
(at 8th St E) Saskatoon
See page 1 for more information.

Saturday, September 26

KAIROS Prairies North Region
2009 Annual Meeting
St Olaf Lutheran Church,
665 Central Avenue North, Swift Current
Contact Dick Peters at dickpet@sasktel.net for
details.

October 2 & 3

Conference on Food Security
See page 3 for more information.

October 22 & 23

Northern Food Security Conference
See page 3 for more information.

Sunday, November 1

Save the Children Canada 18th Annual
Roast Beef Dinner
Punch at 5:30 pm, Dinner at 6:00 pm
Victoria Club, 1300 Victoria Ave., Regina
(Parking at rear)
The Serenaders will entertain, and there
will be a door prize and loony auction. Cost:
Adults $12, Children 12 and under $5, 5 and
under free. Tickets will be sold in advance
and are available from Iris at 545-4011 and
Midge at 789-5080.

Opportunities

Discover NICARAGUA without leaving home by hosting Canada World
Youth participants
Canada World Youth is currently looking
for Saskatoon families interested in providing accommodation to a young Canadian and a Nicaraguan youth who are participating in an international educational
program. Saskatoon has been selected to
host a group of eighteen youth, aged 17
to 25 from December 4, 2009 to March 4,
2010. You can get involved by becoming
a host family! If this experience interests
you or you would like more information, please contact Ben Chung at (306)
241-5433 or email bchung@cwy-jcm.org
Project Hope – Education and
Rural Revitalization in Nepal
Village Environment Community Gangkharka (VEC) works in the remote Nepali
province of Helambu to provide education, healthcare, and economic opportunities for rural Nepalis to encourage
cultural preservation and environmental
sustainability. Last April, VEC completed
a boarding school in a Himalayan village
called Gangkharka, which now serves the
education needs of 108 local students,
and VEC is now seeking funding for a
micro-hydroelectricity system. VEC has established a non-profit trekking program,
Nepal Charity Treks (www.nepalcharitytreks.com), to raise funds for the school,
create jobs, and bolster village economies.
Using experienced local guides and porters, Nepal Charity Treks offers itineraries
for popular routes throughout Nepal, including Everest Base Camp, as well as custom-made trekking routes that include
stops at VEC’s projects, so that guests can
see how their choice of trekking agency
has supported Himalayan communities.
VEC is connected to Project Hope, a sister project that provides educational and
recreational opportunities to Palestinian
children and which also welcomes foreign volunteers (www.projecthope.ps).
For more information about our programs
visit www.vec.org.np, or contact Beau
Miller at vecgangkharka@gmail.com.

